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A Surfeit of Riches…… 

•  Data and Analytics in Astronomy 
–  Large Heterogeneous archives 

•  Distributed across US and the world 
•  Common protocols but range of UIs 
•  Hard to customize an interaction 

–  Diversity of Powerful Tools 
•  Topcat, Veusz, DS9, Data Miner 
•  Rich and complex desktop applications 
•  Learning curving not always shallow 
•  UI not always intuitive 
•  Hard to customize and adapt 

–  Want to Simple Intuitive Interfaces 
•  Ease of use  
•  Customizable 
•  Shareable 



Analytics Outside of Astronomy 





ASCOT: A Collaborative Gadget Framework 

•  Browser-based Exploration 
–  Fast inter-gadget communication 
–  Event driven (register and unregister) 
–  Compact and efficient (data gadget) 
–  No client download 

•  Customizable 
–  Embed in web pages or gadget servers 
–  User selects tools (configurable) 
–  Name spaces so we choose  

which components interact 
•  Shareable  

–  Scales to a few thousand points 
–  Share interface or share view (future) 
–  Cloud-based applications 



Collaborative Astronomy (ASCOT) 

•  Social Networking Tools in Astronomy 
–  Intuitive and responsive interface  
–  Customizable access to data and analytics 
–  Scalable through cloud services 
–  Sharable  

•  Alpha Release 

Please send us feedback 

http://ssg.astro.washington.edu/research.shtml 


